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Synopsis

Garden Insects of North America is the most comprehensive and user-friendly guide to the common
insects and mites affecting yard and garden plants in North America. In a manner no previous book
has come close to achieving, through full-color photos and concise, clear, scientifically accurate
text, it describes the vast majority of species associated with shade trees and shrubs, turfgrass,
flowers and ornamental plants, vegetables, and fruits--1,420 of them, including crickets, katydids,
fruit flies, mealybugs, moths, maggots, borers, aphids, ants, bees, and many, many more. For
particularly abundant bugs adept at damaging garden plants, management tips are also included.
Covering all of the continental United States and Canada, this is the definitive one-volume resource
for amateur gardeners, insect lovers, and professional entomologists alike.To ease identification,
the book is organized by plant area affected (e.g., foliage, flowers, stems) and within that, by taxa.
Close to a third of the species are primarily leaf chewers, with about the same number of sap
suckers. Multiple photos of various life stages and typical plant symptoms are included for key
species. The text, on the facing page, provides basic information on host plants, characteristic
damage caused to plants, distribution, life history, habits, and, where necessary, how to keep
"pests" in check--in short, the essentials to better understanding, appreciating, and tolerating these
creatures.Whether managing, studying, or simply observing insects, identification is the first
step--and this book is the key. With it in hand, the marvelous microcosm right outside the house
finally comes fully into view. Describes more than 1,400 species--twice as many as in any other field
guide Full-color photos for most species--more than five times the number in most comparable
guides Up-to-date pest management tips Organized by plant area affected and by taxa for easy
identification Covers the continental United States and Canada Provides species level treatment of
all insects and mites important to gardens lllustrates all life stages of key garden insects and
commonly associated plant injuries Concise, clear, scientifically accurate text Comprehensive and

user-friendly
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Customer Reviews

When | first received this book | was very impressed. It's a thick book filled with countless species.
Navigating the book was very easy and most of the pictures are excellent, with the exception of a
few blurry shots that really pissed me off. The blurry shots should have been replaced before going
to print, perhaps they had some issues? Again who knows! But | didn'’t like it. The information in the
book is well done, and there is plenty for a ID guide such as this. Their is a lack of certain details on
insect parts and/or habits, and | am sure the text is not meant as a treatise on each subject. But
even the lack of not having documented insect parts | don’t think you will have any trouble
identifying the insects in this book by the photos alone.This is a very vast tome of insects! And | find
this guide very useful. The book documents leaf and vegetation damage which is very handy. And
commonly shows photos of the different life stages of the insects. The price of this book is
wonderfully low! A very good low cost guide to common garden insects, literally. And surprisingly
they even manage to throw in a very small section on spiders, not even an insect.(If you want to ID
spiders, purchase "Spiders and their kin" from St. Martin’s press; see tag at the bottom of this
review.) | prefer this guide over the Audubon guide hands down!The Peterson’s guide may be a
good compliment since it’s nicely illustrated, but certainly NOT a replacement nor substitute.| just
wish the hardcover version of this book wasn’t so expensive in comparison to it's paperback,
definitely get the paperback. No matter how much you love hardcover.
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